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Tricks for the Trenches and Wards

This army pamphlet of simple hand and string tricks provided entertainment for soldiers.
In spite of routine military tasks and the trenches ever-present danger, soldiers often had
free time.

Tricks for the Trenches and Wards, cover

D 525 W37 v.65,

Hartland Molson Library Collection
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% "The Bystander's ™ Frasments trom Franse.

“The Spirit of our
Troops is Excellent.”

The Spirit of Our Troops is Excellent

Bruce Bairnsfather, the famous British officer and cartoonist, illustrated the soldiers’
appreciation of rum with playful use of the word ‘spirit’. Rum was a significant part of
trench life in the First World War, serving as reward, medicine, and combat motivator.

"The Spirit of our Troops is Excellent," The "Bystander's" Fragments from France, p. 30,
D 526.2 B25 v.1,
Hartland Molson Library Collection
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Tea Set

Corporal Frank Alexander Cameron of Barrie, Ontario was a signaller with the 2nd
Canadian Division. In his spare time, Cameron crafted a four-piece tea set for his
mother, sending each piece home as it was completed. The materials include British 13-
and 18-pounder shell cases, a French 75 mm case, and French rifle bullets. Cameron
took four years to complete the set. He survived the war, but his younger brother, Allan
Stanley, was killed in action in 1918.

Tea Set CWM 20010174-001
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"Whiz Bang": Field Service Postcard

Nicknamed "whiz bangs" after light-calibre German shells that arrived with little warning,
these field service postcards provided an easy way for soldiers to keep in touch with
loved ones. Writers scratched out phrases that were not applicable and were warned
that any additional information would result in the card's destruction by military censors.
George Metcalf Archival Collection CWM 19670065-170
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Teddy Bear

Ten-year-old Aileen Rogers gave this bear to her father, Lieutenant Lawrence Browning
Rogers, before he left for war. The gift was meant as both a good luck charm and as a
memento of home. Rogers, a lieutenant with the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles, was
killed by enemy fire at Passchendaele in 1917, as he tended to a wounded soldier. This

bear was found in Rogers' pocket and returned home to his family.
Teddy Bear ~ CWM 20040015-001
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SEPY 275 MOVED AGAIN IN ERONT OF CAGNICOURY, .
FARRAGE OPENED AT 530 AU, OBIECTIVES
ARE TAKEN FORWARD OF BOURLON WOODS.
THIS 15 THE CAMBRIA FRONT, MANY PRISONERS
TAKEN, BRIDGES OVER THE CANALS ARE DESIROYED
AND THE CASUALTIES WERE NEAVY:

Bk e == —

Sketch-book
This drawing by Sapper Russell Hughes Rabjohn is one of many in his wartime
sketchbook. It depicts a bridge repair operation and the aftermath of recent fighting on

the Western Front.
Sketch-book CWM 19920154-001
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Helmet

Helmets, first used at the battle of St. Eloi in Spring 1916, were introduced to help
reduce the number of head wounds due to shrapnel and shell fragments. A helmet
generally could not stop a bullet fired directly at its wearer. The red rectangle on the front
of this helmet indicates its owner served in the 2nd Infantry Battalion.

Helmet CWM 20000112-010
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Special Christmas Number. THE LISTENING POST. December 1, 1917.

&=  TRENCH TERMS e =3

{Contivued from previows 1isue, )

nigsks, ¢ Cordially detested by the private, a source
< bullcts which, haviug been forcibly i warry to the officers, and imperiousty insisted
eycc:cd froms their homes, wander disconsolately through gher wlx\]mu.:‘d ) -‘OI“’ old business ;:l g
the night trying w0 find some kind person who will & Ba I e ou 8 grand scale, even G the oy
them in. Should they find such @ pesson, their melan- "‘ 'l"vlil* i 1 Ry ol lllll'nl]){l Jive away
choly whinny immediately changes to a huppy “‘phut.” "vh‘}v: oons i change § the R.E.C. might
Slnfe.
A deliberate effort to annoy and inconvenience the Trench Crawl.
other people by firing guns, rifles, trench-mortars, A l\lm =0 10 denote the pace goitg julo the trenches.
machine-guns, or any old thing at all. A wigging ] i No. 1 advances the left
correction : 4 reproof for wrong-doing. In fact, will 7 ite he counts five, pulls it back,
cover doing anvthing to annoy semeone clse. ts it forward in front oi him whese
he originally intended it to go, and repeats this perform- ]
ance ad gausean W the trenches are reached. The (2]
fi file, taking care not o pass No. 1. -
- men of the party mark time the whole (&
. d to the merriment, No. 1 murniurs in &
ONGtonous m‘-knnm the formula - “Wire overhead ;
wire under H Tllole o right ; shelfl-hole on left
1 down ' This, with variations,
the whale way, cach vurmhﬂ of the patty re-
¢ it Jn tirn down the line, with the natural result
rlml evervbody is mixed, and Private Smith invariably
ducks his Iead when it is “Wire underfe and lifts
his feet well up swhes it i3 ““Two steps dows,
Tin Hat.

w1 in offical
is wsed] fo
baling out the trenck
or sugar

pee as “Helmet, shrapned,
hing in, cooking the mulligan,
5 1m-nc Tations, such as tea
illy as protection for the head
during be . When i ted, it makes a com»
fortable, at on muddy ground. The most nseful
article of equipanent issued to the soldier.

Trench Foot.

A condition arrived at by dint of hard dodging of
\thale(nl parades and by having lots of wat
emptoms are 4 marked disine!

o1t of the
Used to be
source of tronble to the
ynsx one ulaan imqu th(

ic
a disease anthorised for issue 1o the muq».

A
Wiring.

The gentle art of A man s
must be built on the g 1+ make a suocess-

& em
ful wirer. A good u'up is Ixsl as nm’l by complete dark-
5. Moonlight and farclight have an injurions effeet
in & poor crop. Wire will not grow at all in
the daylight.

JUST OUT . “ What s that bay =p in the sky " »
OLD TIMER: “A cantoen for Acroplancs,” Whizz-Bang.
A dark, clongated insect that flies through the air at
a terrific mice and carries @ vicious sting.  Sometines
Soft Job. coltides with a trench and causcs annovance and frouble
5 to the inhabitants, Its bark is worse than its bite, but

Any work, bowever hard and menial, that involves o most men refuse to belicye this,

lesser degreo of danger than the front tine.
Privates pray for one,

Corporals crawl for one. Z. or Zero.
Sergeants scheme for one. The exact minute of the exact hour of the exact day
Officers often get one. that you go over the top (with or without the best of
Iuck). Is =0 named because of its connection with the
Salvage. temperature of one’s pedal extremities on en occasion of
The gathering up of the remnants of sn army, such this natare.
as ofd oquipment, boots, bombs, bottles, gups, gas Tooy Usery
| 26

Trench Slang

"Trench Terms and Their Meanings" was a regular installment of The Listening Post, a
Canadian trench newspaper. This page covers “Soft Job,” any work with less danger
than being at the front, and “Whizz-Bang,” a small shell humourously described as a
dark, elongated insect. Trench slang was an exclusive dialect that helped to unify front

line soldiers. At the same time, it excluded civilians from the inner world of the trenches.
"Trench Terms and Their Meanings,"

The Listening Post, No. 29, 1 Dec 1917, p. 26,

RARE PER D 501 L578,

Hartland Molson Library Collection
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Long Way to Tipperary

This handkerchief displays a scene of marching soldiers around the words to the popular
wartime song, It's a Long, Long Way to Tipperary. Tipperary was one of the most
popular songs of the war, widely sung by both civilians and soldiers. In the trenches, its
popularity led to many derivations and innovations, including the addition of cruder lyrics

concerning drink, sex, and conditions at the front.
Handkerchief CWM 19830170-002
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