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ss Of 6 1ssue that a first edition for 1917
of 40,000 copies has-leen called Tor. The popularity
of the book is perhaps not to be wondered at when
it is remembered that a Diary kept by 2 soldier on
active service will certainly form one of the most
valued mementoes of a man's life.
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JANUARY

1st Month JANUARY 1917

8 Mon—Plough Monday. O Full Moon, 7.42 a.m.

7 Sun—ist after Epiphany = o |
té\—}ﬁlary Law Sittings begin
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WEIGHT OF 15-INCH GUN. There are more than
a dozen ships in our navy possessing guns the weight of \
which is greater than that of thirty ordinary elephants.
These guns are bigger and heavier—being 983 tons— than
those possessed by any other navy in the world, German
or otherwise.

Germany, in fact, possesses no ship carrying a heavier
weapon than the r2-inch gun, which we left behind as long
ago as 1909. Germany has only g ships armed with 12-inch
guns, -
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Month APRIL

Sun—Easter Day

Mon—Easter Monday. Bank Holiday

Tues—Easter Tuesday

11 Wed

‘ M
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GUN HEADACHE. - Have you ever been near a big
gun when it was fired? If you have, you won’t have for-
gotten the sensation. You feel as if your head had burst,
and made you deaf. In the Navy, heavy gun firing causes
tremendous concussion, and the sailors suffer from a com-
plaint called “ Gun Headache.”

To guard against this, Jack provides himself with a piece
of indiarubber, which he places between his teeth, and so
prevents the vibration and jar communicating direct with

the head. In this way, he manages to escape “Gun
Headache.”
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APRIL 1917 APRIL 30 Days

4th Month

15 Sun—Low Sunday 5{
19 Th—Primrose Day (1881) V§03vi e 2 A
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HOW RIFLE GRENADES ARE CARRIED. The
Rifle Grenades which have been used to such advantage by
our soldiers, are carried by means of special belts. These
are worn round the waist and carry four Grenades. As
shown, they are slipped through a kind of loop in the belt
and held securely in position. Grenades have been used in
Warfare for centuries past, but the Rifle Grenade is a
more recent development.
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4th Month APRIL

1917 APRIL 30 Days
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I)OI TER DRILL. By means of the famous ‘“ Dotter
Drill,” our Jad\ Tars are able to train their big guns on a
target, take aim, and fire. Though no shot is fired they
are able to know the result of the Shot. The target is
connected electrically with the gun, and a special contriv-
ance indicates the exact points “which the projectile would
have struck by means of Dots made by a pencil. It is easy
to see that the gun is preserved, and much money saved by
means of this ingenious invention.
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4th & 5th Months APRIL—MAY 1917

1917 MAY 30 & 31 Days

29 Sun—3rd after Easter.

) First Quarter, 5.22 a.m.
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RUSSTA. Russia forms part of the *‘ Triple Entente,
being united to France by close defensive alliance, and to
Great Britain by entente cordiale founded on separate
conventions dealing with Persian and other aff: airs.

‘he Russian Army is recruited by conscription. The
war establishment amounts to about 2,900,000 men, Active
Army ; 1,000,000 First Reserve: Cossack and Frontier
Guards 200,000 men; Territorial Reserve, 2,000,000 men,
and Militia Reserve, 1, 300,000. Grand total 7,400,000 officers

and men, who have all received some military training,
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7th Month JULY

1917 JULY

15 Sun—~6th after Trinity.  S. Swithin
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SOLDIER’S FIELD DRESSING. Every ' soldier
carries in his kit, or sewn irto the corner of his jacket, a
“first field dressing.” The dressing consists of one bandage
2§ yards long. A small pad-of bleached: cotton gauze is
stitched to the bandage about 18 inches from one end.

While in the trenches a soldier may receive a wound
which is not serious enough to make it necessary for him to
go to the hospital, and is yet bad enough to need instant
dressing. He places the pad directly on the wound and
binds it firmly round with the bandage.
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7th Month JULLY

22 Sun—7yth after Trinity
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OUR ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN. Those living in the
districts visited by enemy airships will, no doubt, be familiar
with the anti-aircraft gun. It throws a shell to a height of
three to five miles. The shell is what is known as a high-
explosive shrapnel, that is, a combination of shell and
shrapnel,

The shrapnel part of it explodes by the action of a time
fuse, while the shell portion continues its flight as a separate
body for about 100 yards, when there is & second explosion
accompanied by a flame to set the dirigible on fire.
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yth & 8th Mths JULY—AUG AUGUST 31 & 31 Days

29 Sun—=_8th after Trinity

30 Mon P.T. A 730
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HOW TO WATER A HORSE. It is often necessary
to water horses at a running stream, but there is a right
and a wrong way of doing this, as the illustration shows you.
“If you let him walk into the water unattended he will go well
into the stream and stir-up the mud and so foul the water
down the sfream. On the other hand, if you check your
horse from going right in, keeping him near the edge, it will
be possible to water other horses successfully below the spot
at which your horse drank.
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8th Month AUGUST

1917 AUGUST

12 Sun—ioth after Trinity

13 Mon—Grouse Shooting begins
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JAPAN. Japan  has been % (:onstituziﬁnal monarchy
since 1889. Japan’s only alliance engagément is with
Great Britain,

The Army is recruited by universal compulsory service
from 20 to 40. Two or three years spent with colours, five
years. with reserve, after which soldiers are drafted into
Kobi reserves for 10 years. Rest of the time passed in
Kokumim or home reserve. Peace strength 230,000, capable
of expansion on war footing to 2,000,000 with 2,000 guns.

Navy of proved efficiency crews numbers 50,000 men,
doubled on war establishment. nt
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19 Sun—irth after Trinity

20 Mon—Black Game Shooting begins
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A SAFETY LAMP, When on ‘night duty, electric
torches/ are safe and very hdddy, but you can go one
better, and make your own. To do so take a small
bottle of clean glass and place a piece of phosphorus about
the size of a pea in it. The safest way to do is to take
our bottle to a chemist, and he will put the phosphorus in
it.  Fill the bottle one-third full of the best olive oll heated
to boiling point and cork it tightly,. When a light is
required, the cork should be removed to allow the air to
enter, and the cork replaced. The whole of the empty space
will at once become luminous. At
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th & gth Mths AUGUST

AUG—SEPT 31 & 30 Days

26 Sun—rizth after Trinity
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FLAGS “SUBS.” ARE PROUD OF. Submarine .
of which they are 22 /] 37 «\W' »-uf

This privilege, to which the x‘\dxmralty (O A TS @

have not yet objec.ted is the flying of a ﬁag on which is a

skull and crossbones when they succeed in destroying a

vessels have claimed a little privilege,
immensely proud.

vessel belonging to the enemy.
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When the Eg9 came into harbour after sinking a German |

destm\ er, she was flying two flags—a ye

llow one for sinking

the “ HeLA,” and a white one f)r the dcvm\cr

1, place Vimy Place, Ottawa, ON K1A OM8

Canadi



CWM 20070073-023 1917

P.140-141

—— e
e e
—~=

oth Month SEPTEMBER 1917
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HOW BIG GUNS CROSS RIVERS.
strong ‘)rxd ges have to be condtructed
across rivers, guns which may weigh up to ten tons. They
are often al\cn across on specially constructed rafts,
Many guns were taken over the canals in France in the
manner shown in our sketch being lashed to empty barrels,
Uhree barrels lashed together will float several tons,

A fourth barrel helps to keep the gun on an *
as well as taking off part of the weight.

A\

As a rule
to convey big guns

‘even keel,”
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 gth Month SEPTEMBER

1917

SEPTEMBER 30 Days
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THE TRENCH MORTAR. ' The German trench ,
mortar is a relic of the ancient Chinese stinkpot.

The device illustrated will give' you some idea of the
modern umk,)ot *The shell is globwlfu, very much like a
bomb, and it contains 160 lbs. of powder. This bomb when
exploding gives off poisonous gases which mean certain
death to anyone who is within 50 yards of the explosion.
When ready to be discharged it is Joosely mounted on one
end of a rod (see small sl\f‘tu‘) and when fired therod drops

& e

i oA

away leaving the bomb to continue its course,
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11th Month NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

4 Sun—2z2nd after Trinity

5 Mon

pe
6 Tues—( Last Quarter, 5.4 p.m.
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NEWLY-DUG TRENCHES. Apart from uniforms,
there are times when soldiers have no chance of disguising
their whereabouts from an enemy. A hastily-prepared
trench may indicate your position more clearly than the
brightest accoutrements.

Suppose, as in the sketch on opposite page, you have only
just had time to throw up an entrenchment, the newly-turned
earth, AA, will stand up in the shape of a very distinct wall
against a green background, and so your enemy will quickly
“spot ™’ you,

Sat—s. Rr. 7.10, S. 5. 4.18
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11th Month NOVEMBER 1917 1917 NOVEMBER

30 Days

1X c?l“l—ZSr(l after Trinily. Half Quarter Day. f
~ = o~ 4 .
Martinmas I§ Th L "/‘/*(_’q; ‘-*’5( s

12 Mon

j- RO

14 Wed—® New Moon, 6,29 p.m. 17 Sat—s. r. 7.23, S. S. 4.8
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CARRYING BIG SHELLS. The “Jack Johnsons”
you hear our soldiers talking about, are the big enemy siege
guns. The shells from these guns throw out dense black
smoke when bursting.

The shells used weigh close on 1,000 lbs and as it is, of
course, impossible for one man to lift such a weight, each
shell is placed in a special wicker-work basket. The lid is
made of metal and fastened on with leather straps.

It takes four men to carry the shell, which costs £1,250, \5 ’
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11th Month NOVEMBER

18 SUN—24th after Trinity

19 Mon

20 Tucs

21 Wed——) First Quarter, 10.29 p.m.

{
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PORTABLE WIRELESS OUTFITS. Our field
forces make an extensive use of wireless, They are ems-
ployed for the purpose of conveying messages from one
military unit to another.

The apparatus is so light that it can be carried by a motor
cyclist. It can be erected in 15 minutes, and send messages
and receive them over a distance of 5o miles. Scouts utilise
these outfits for conveying information in code to head-
quarters. The mast is held upright by one soldier while the

iy

other works the dynamo by a foot pedal, _ "
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NOVEMBER

30 Days

24 Sat—s. Rr. 7.34, S. s. 3.59
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" 12th Month DECEMBER 1917 DECEMBER 31 Days

2 Sun—Advent Sunday
6 Th—( Last Quarter, 2.14 p.m.

8 Sat—s. r. 7.53, . s. 3.50
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SERBIA. The government of Serbia is a constitutional
monarchy,

Military service is universal and compulsory. The Army,
reorganised in 1907, far exceeded expectations during the
Balkans War of 1912-13. Peace strength 35,000 to 40,000
men. The total number of men put on the field, with levies
from occupied territories, reached 400,000.

Area before the Balkans War, 18,650 square miles,
population 2,912,000; after the war 33,800 square miles,
population 4,550,000.

Austria declared war on Serbia, July 28th, r914.
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12th Month DECEMBER

9 Sun—a2nd in Advent

10 I\I()n—Glou»e Shooting cm S,
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14 Frl—Q ew Moon, 9.17 a.m.
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DISGUI SHRUBB]:.RY Qur troops have

found that a very ~ucce~sful means of avoiding observation
from above, by placing large pieces of trees and bushes on
top of their tents, l‘rom a height of 3,000 feet, enemy air-
craft would not find it easy to recognise these patches of
green as being anything but genuine shrubbery. Guns are
also covered, as shown in our sketch. Many tents have been
coloured green, and the top wings of military aeroplanes are
now painted a greenish brown, so as to harmonise with the

. earth.
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