
The Holocaust 1warmuseum.ca/supplyline



The Holocaust 2warmuseum.ca/supplyline



Second World War Discovery Box

Archival Document

The Holocaust 3warmuseum.ca/supplyline

Telegram sent to Prime Minister 
W. L. McKenzie King
In 1939, more than 900 Jewish  
refugees fled Nazi persecution aboard 
the ocean liner MS St. Louis. Cuba, the 
United States and Canada denied them 
entry, and the ship returned to Europe. 
Over 250 passengers later died in  
the Holocaust.

This telegram, sent to Prime Minster 
William Lyon Mackenzie King by a group 
of prominent Canadians, asks King to  
act on behalf of the refugees and allow 
them entry into Canada..

William Lyon Mackenzie King fonds 
MG26-J1, vol. 282, p238579 
Library and Archives Canada  
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Transcription

CANADIAN NATIONAL TELEGRAM

Toronto Ont 754p June 7 
Right Hon W.L. McKenzie King P.C. 
Premier of Canada Niagara Falls. 

As a mark of gratitude to almighty God  
for the pleasure and gratification which has 
been vouchsafed the Canadian people through 
the visit their Gracious Majesties King George 
and Queen Elizabeth and as evidence of the 
true christian charity of the people of the 
most fortunate and blessed country we the 
undersigned as christian citizens of Canada 
respectfully suggest that under the powers 
vested in you as Premier of our country you 
forwith offer to the 907 homeless exiles on 
board the Hamburg American ship St. Louis 
Sanctuary in Canada.

George M. Wrong
Elizabeth Wrong
B K Sandwell
Nellie L Rowell
Malcolm W. Wallace
May Wallace
Robert Falconer K.C.M.G.
Lady Falconer
Robert J. Renison
Bishop
Constance E Hamilton
Joseph Shaw-Wood
Ruth McLachlan Franks MD
Andrew F. Brewen
M I Brewin

(Rev) R J Irwin
F Erichsen Brown K.C.
Isabella R Erichsen Brown
M Cartwright
G Brock
Chisholm MD
Gwethalyn Graham
(Rev) John Frank Patricia Frank
Kathleen Russel
H P Plumptre MA
J Lovell Murray DD
Ella M Murray
(Rev) Walter Corrie Almack
Annie Georgina Almack
Ellsworth Flavelle
Muriel Flavelle
(Rev) Norman A McMurray
Grace E McMurray
Fred W Routley
(Rev) E Harold Toye
Leonore Toye
Robert S Rayson DD
Peter Bryce DD
Vera McIntosh Bell
(Rev) LM Sommerville
(Rev) Gordon Hern
Isabelle R Dale


