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Canadian War Museum Finding Aid
F/O George Dicker McKiel Collection
Accession number 19980120-004 — 19980120-015

Dates: 2 March 1944 — 12 May 1945.
Extent: 1 box of documents.

Biographical Sketch: Flight Officer George D McKiel flew with the Royal Canadian
Air Force (RCAF) until his aircraft was shot down while bombing Schweinfurt on 24
February 1944. He was taken as a Prisoner of War (POW) and transferred to Stalag Luft
III. McKiel was also involved with the infamous “Great Escape,” in which 50 Air Force
Officers were executed by the Gestapo.

Language: textual material in the fond is in English.

Scope and Content: The collection contains letters relating to his capture and
correspondence with the crew’s families.

Arrangement: This finding aid has been arranged numerically by item number within
the following distinct categories:

e Letters regarding POW status;
Other messages;
From George McKiel,
From Mrs HH McKiel to her son (George McKiel);
Letters from crew member’s families to Mrs. McKiel: Mr & Mrs Hawkins;
Letters from crew member’s families to Mrs. McKiel: Mrs Hodgins;
Letters from crew member’s families to Mrs. McKiel: Mrs Keller;
Letters from crew member’s families to Mrs. McKiel: Mrs Loomer;
Letters from crew member’s families to Mrs. McKiel: Mrs Parsons;
Letters from crew member’s families to Mrs. McKiel: Mrs Walker;
Other letters to Mrs McKiel;
Red Cross, POW, Next-of-Kin papers, etc.

Detailed Listing:

File number 58A 1 127.1
Letters Regarding POW Status (19980120-004)

Item number Contents

3 March 1944. Letter from RCAF Squadron Leader Minton C
Johnston to Mrs. McKiel regarding word that her son is reported,

! “missing after air operations” on 25 February 25 1944. Includes
envelope.
9 4 March 1944. Letter from the Salvation Army, Ernest Green,

writing that his thoughts and prayers are with Mrs. McKiel after




McKiel Collection
AN 19980120-004 to -015
Page 2 of 13

Item number

Contents

learning that George has been reported missing. Includes envelope
with 3 cent stamp

4 March 1944. Letter from RCAF Wing Commander DS Jacobs
writing that McKiel has been reported missing. Letter gives
information as to what his mission was. Offers sympathy to Mrs.
McKiel. Includes envelope.

7 March 1944. Letter from RCAF, WR Gunn confirming the
telegram that reported McKiel missing. Lists all the other members
of the flight, their next-of-kin, and addresses. Includes envelope.

10 March 1944. Pamphlet “Notes for the General Information and
Guidance of the Next-Of-Kin or other Relatives of Airmen Reported
Missing, Deceased, Prisoners of War or Interned.” Published by the
RCAF in English and French in 1943. 12pp. Includes envelope.

31 March 1944. Letter from JS Michaud, Office of The Minister of
Transport. Deeply regrets that McKiel has been reported missing.
On Minister of Transport letterhead. Includes envelope

4 April 1944 (3:04 am). Canadian Pacific telegraphs to Mrs. McKiel
quoting German information that her son is a POW. Includes
envelope.

11 April 1944. Letter from S/L Johnston regarding word that
McKiel has been found Includes published poem by Johnson.
Includes envelope.

11 April 1944. Letter from the Canadian Red Cross Society
(CRCS), written by Mrs. CC Kirby after reading that McKiel had
been reported missing. Includes a map showing POW prison camps.

10

12 April 1944. Letter from RCAF Casualties Officer IE Todd (?)
confirming the telegram of 4 April to Mrs. McKiel that her son is
officially a POW. Envelope also includes “Notes for Information of
the Next-of-Kin of Prisoner of War” and another letter from George
Allen, Department of National War Services, POW Next of Kin
Division, regarding communication with POWSs, dated 17 April
1944. Includes envelope. 3pp.

11

27 April 1944. Package from Canadian POW Relatives
Association. Includes a letter from Mrs. JO Asselin: have received
notification from the Canadian government that Mrs. McKiel is
officially listed as next-of-kin for a POW and they are offering
assistance. Includes a map of Germany and adjacent countries
showing location of POW camps, a bulletin regarding next-of-kin
parcels, information for addressing mail and packaging and
wrapping parcels. 8pp. Includes envelope with 4 one-cent stamps.

12

15 May 1945. Letter from RCAF Chaplain FG Ongley. He is
happy to have chatted with McKiel after his freedom. Expresses
how well McKiel is, and how excellent his spirits are. Includes
envelope.

13

18 May 1945. Letter from Katherine O’Neill, CRCS, that she is
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Item number

Contents

delighted that McKiel is safe. Again offering any assistance needed.

14

21 May 1945. Letter from CH Payne, Department of National War
Services, to inform Mrs. McKiel that her son is no longer a POW
and he is now in safe hands. GR Allen writes congratulations on the
bottom. Includes is a sheet regarding contacting freed prisoners.
Includes envelope.

15

[No date. Envelope post-marked 22 March 1944]. Card from
Charles Power, Minister of National Defense for Air, to state that
McKiel has been reported missing. Professional card with names
inserted, written in calligraphy. Includes envelope.

16

May 1945. Royal Air Force (RAF) Flying Clothing Card for McKiel
dated. Includes a re-issue for shirts, collars, trousers, badge cap,
etc. First re-issue of clothing after Stalag Luft I1I.

File number 58A 1 127.1

Other Messages (19980120-005)

| Item number

| Contents
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16 May 1944. From George D Allen, Department of National War
Services, regarding the address of the prison camp.

26 May 1944. From Mrs. CC Kirby, CRCS, regarding risk of a
cable message to Germany. Receipt is included.

27 May 1944. T. Eaton Co. regarding receipt of an order to Stalag
Luft 111

4 July 1944, From Air Marshall LS Breadner, RCAF Overseas HQ,
regarding parcel of assorted articles that were sent too late to be
delivered. Includes a Red Cross receipt for POW parcel.

10 July 1944. From Air Marshall LS Breadner, RCAF Overseas
HQ, regarding parcel of tobacco that was sent too late to be
delivered.

11 July 1944. From Air Marshall LS Breadner, RCAF Overseas
HQ, regarding parcel of assorted articles that were sent too late to be
delivered.

12 July 1944. WC Macdonald, receipt for 1 Ib of Brier pipe
tobacco.

15 July 1944. From Air Marshall LS Breadner, RCAF Overseas
HQ, parcel arrived in Great Britain too late to be delivered.

21 July 1944. From Air Marshall LS Breadner, RCAF Overseas
HQ, regarding parcel of tobacco that was sent too late to be
delivered.

10

4 August 1944. From George D Allen, Department of National War
Services, reply of letter, and the enclosed official label for a blanket.

11

10 August 1944. From George D Allen, Department of National
War Services, stating that the next parcel is now due.

ltem number

Contents

12

5 October 1944. From Mrs. El Barott, Canadian POW Relatives
Association. Thank you letter for Christmas Chocolate Fun.

13

8 November 1944. From George D Allen, Department of National
War Services, regarding permit for the purchase of sugar.

14

29 November 1944. From FE Jolliffe, Department of National War
Services, regarding an item that was removed from a parcel. The
parcel contained 8 oz of egg powder, whereas only 5 1/3 0z are
allowed.

15

13 February 1945. From George D Allen, Department of National
War Services, stating that the next parcel is now due.

File number 58A 1 127.3

Letter from George McKiel (19980120-006)

| Item number

| Contents
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12 May 1945, Bournemouth, England. McKiel’s first letter since he
has left the camp. Flew to England on 9 May via Lancaster. Waiting
for the correct documentation for a two-week leave. Figures that it
1 should be there by tomorrow. Should be home by June. Has not
heard any news in 9 months. In the last weeks before liberation,
marched from Bremen to Lubeck. Cannot believe how fortunate he
has been. Armed Forces Air Letter by airmail.

File number 58A 1 127.4
Personal Letters, Mrs. HH McKiel to George McKiel (19980120-007)

Item number Contents

2 March 1944. Has been cold today. Must get a parcel off today
for Bill’s birthday. Wonders if he needs sweaters or other knitted
1 articles. He should not forget to call a Mary Inch Thorton while in
Edinburgh. Jean (a younger sister?) is getting ready for bed.
Includes envelope with 3-cent stamp

13 March 1944. She usually writes once a week. Writes about what
2 is going on in St. John (NB) and other daily events. Missing pages.
Includes envelope with 3-cent stamp.

1 February 1944, stamped 20 March 1944. This and the following
11 letters are general correspondence. They all have been returned
with the “Prisoner of War” stamp signed by WD Row S/L. They are
dated and stamped as noted.

3 February 1944, stamped 20 March 1944,

6 February 1944, stamped 20 March 1944.

13 February 1944, stamped 20 March 1944.

15 February 1944, stamped 10 May 1944,

4
5
6 11 February 1944, stamped 20 March 1944,
;
8
9

22 February 1944, stamped 10 May 1944,

10 25 February 1944, stamped 10 May 1944.

11 27 February 1944, stamped 10 May 1944,

12 29 February 1944, stamped 10 May 1944.

13 5 March 1944, stamped 10 May 1944,

14 7 March 1944, stamped 10 May 1944,
2 envelopes from an Airgraph, with no letter included, however

Of note: these were returned with the “Prisoner of War” stamp, 6 September

1944,

File number 58A 1 127.5
Letters from the Crew’s Families to Mrs. McKiel: Mae and Everett HawKkins,
parents of Sgt Cleeman N Hawkins, Carvel, AB (19980120-008)

| Item number | Contents
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4 April 1944. . Thanks for the letter of sympathy. Have just
received notice that their son is a POW. They know that he is still in
danger, but they are happy just to know that he is still alive. Hope

1 that all the members of the crew are safe. Cleeman is their only son,
and the younger of two daughters. Asks for a photograph of
McKiel. Would like to know if McKiel is a POW also. Easter
Greetings.

File number 58A 1 127.6
Letters from the Crew’s Families to Mrs. McKiel: Mildred Hodgins, mother of Sgt
Middupper Gunner, Mervyn Hodgins, Waubaushene, ON (19980120-009)

ltem number Contents

29 March 1944. Apologizes that she has not written back, because
she had been very ill, and now that she is better, she wishes to
acknowledge the hope that Mrs. McKiel’s letter gave to her.
Mervyn spoke very highly of his crew. Asks for the name of the
squadron and any other details. Has another son who is a Pilot
Officer in the Ferry Command, stationed at Nassau, Bahamas.
Hopes that the next letter that Mrs. McKiel receives is one that will
bring her son home

11 April 1944. Delighted that she has heard that McKiel is a POW,
2 and that he is still alive. Still has not heard from Mervyn. Includes
envelope with 4-cent stamp.
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Contents

11 May 1944. Glad to hear that everyone was “fortunate enough to
leave the aircraft safely”, and feels more hopeful. Happy that she
has heard from McKiel and thinks it is doubly hard to bear, as Mrs.
McKiel is a widow. Getting her cottage ready. Still has not heard
any news of Mervyn.

10 September 1944. Heard word from Ottawa that Mervyn lost his
life on 25 February and was buried at Erxhausen, 10 miles south of
Frankfurt in grave number one. Hopes that the “terrible war” will be
over soon, and she can get in contact with some of the crew to hear
about Mervyn. Includes envelope with 4-cent stamp.

File number 58A 1 127.7

Letters from the Crew’s Families to Mrs. McKiel: GB Keiller, mother of Flt Sgt

Albert C “Bus” Keiller, Owen Sound, ON (19980120-010)

ltem number

Contents

1

24 March 1944. Thanks Mrs. McKiel for the letter and hopes that
her son is still alive. Remarks that if they do not come back, then
“God’s way is best.” No envelope included.

Undated. Thanks Mrs. McKiel for the letter, and hopes that Albert
is safe. Albert spoke very well of all the boys. Included in an
envelope dated April 12.

11 April 1944. Received word on 4 April that her son “Bus” is not
dead, but he is a POW along with McKiel. It is a relief that they are
safe and that they will hear from them again. Has heard from all the
mothers but one. Envelope included.

27 July 1944. Wondering if she has had any more news from
McKiel since the last letter. Asks for a photograph of McKiel, as
she will send a photograph of her son. Has heard from Mrs.
Hodgins who still has not heard anything from her son. Includes
envelope with 4-cent stamp.

27 August 1944. Thanks her for the photograph of McKiel and
sends a picture of “Bus” at 24 years old. Has received a couple of
letters and cards from “Bus”: he is fine. POW meetings in Owen
Sound and attends them regularly. Hopes that the war will be over
soon. Included in the envelope with a 4-cent stamp is a photograph
of “Bus”.
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File number 58A 1 127.8
Letters from the Crew’s Families to Mrs. McKiel: Mrs. Esther Loomer, mother of
Rear Gunner Roy Loomer, Kingsport, NS (19980120-011)

Item number Contents

14 March 1944. When the first letter that her son had gone missing,
she tried to find Mrs. McKiel’s address. When the second letter

1 came from Ottawa, hers came with it. Roy felt very highly of the
crew. Asks if she hears any news to share it with her. Includes
envelope with 4-cent stamp.

4 April 1944. Just heard from Ottawa that her son Roy is no longer
missing, and he is now a POW. Hopes that McKiel is safe and that
the rest of the crew is together. Hopes that the war does not last any
longer. Has heard from Ottawa and the International Red Cross.
Hopes that Mrs. McKiel receives good news. Includes envelope
with 4-cent stamp.

31 May 1944. Pleased to hear Mrs. McKiel has received two letters
and two cards from her son. She was glad to hear that McKiel got
out of the plane safely. Two of the boys are missing because they
tried to escape. Feels sorry for Mrs. Hodgins. Roy gave the Red
Cross praise. Glad that all the boys are safe, and happy to hear from
them, even if they get 2 letters a month from them. Postponing a
wedding that they had planned for the summer. Includes envelope
with 4-cent stamp.

4 October 1944, Wedding was a success, and they had a good
time. Sent Roy a package of blankets and a personal parcel on 18
August. Has had word from Roy, and been in contact with the Red
Cross, Nova Scotia branch. He is at M Staium Lager 357, near
Brussels border. He cannot write, however she has heard from
Keiler and Hawkins. Hopes that the war will end soon. Asks if she
has heard anything from McKiel lately. Includes envelope with 4-
cent stamp.

File number 58A 1 127.9
Letters from the Crew’s Families to Mrs. McKiel: AJ Parsons, mother of Flt
Engineer Roy Parsons, Hastings, Sussex, England (19980120-012)

Item number Contents

27 March 1944. Introduces herself as her son was also on the
mission and is reported missing. Asks that if either should hear of
1 any news that it should be shared. Writing all the mothers of the
crew. Hopes for good news to all. Includes envelope with 2%
pence stamp.

21 May 1944. Glad to hear that McKiel is safe, and is pleased to say
that her son is also safe, though a POW. Received a card from Roy
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Item number

Contents

about 6 weeks ago, however it had no address on it, so she cannot
send anything to him yet. Has heard from Mrs. Loomer and Mrs.
Hodgins. Very sad that Mrs. Hodgins son is the only one not
accounted for, but hopes that by now she has heard better news.
Extends an invitation for her or her sons to stay with her in England.
Includes envelope with 2% pence stamp

4 June 1944. Thanks her very much for her airgraph; was a pleasure
to hear that her son is safe. Received a card from him saying that he
is safe and uninjured. Hopes that Mrs. Hodgins has heard better
news. Asks for a photograph of McKiel. Has received one from
Mrs. Hawkins. Roy planned on visiting Canada after the war, and
Mrs. Parsons hopes that someday he will be able to visit Mrs.
McKiel. Includes envelope with 2% pence stamp.

File number 58A 1 127.10

Letters from the Crew’s Families to Mrs. McKiel: M Walker, mother of

Wireless/Air Gunner Angus Walker, Meductic, NB (19980120-013)

ltem number

Contents

5 April 1944. Received word that Angus is a POW. Great relief to
know that he is still alive. Writes about her experience of when she
received the word. She has another son with the Carleton York’s in
Italy. Envelope included.

19 May 1944. Has received Angus’s POW number and the name of
his camp. Still not received word from him, and she was wondering
if Mrs. McKiel was sending packages to McKiel before she has
heard from him. Finds it very difficult to get everything she requires
to send him. Wants to know what Mrs. McKiel is sending as she
thinks that St. John is about the same climate as Stalag Luft I1I.

31 July 1944. Writes that they do issue a special Blanket label.
Received a letter from Mrs. Loomer. Mentions sending different
things, and what parcels, weights etc they can send. Has received 2
letters from Angus and that he does not say much about what he is
doing, but he asked for a geometry set. Also received a letter from
Mr. Parsons saying that his son is a POW also. Remarks that
Mervyn Hodgins’ mother must be beginning to give up hope

2 October 1944. War news is looking much brighter. Received
Angus’ August letters, however she has not received his June ones.
Received a letter from a roommate of Angus at Stalag Luft I11.
Went to the semi-annual Red Cross meeting on Tuesday, and Dr.
Routley talked at length on what was being done for the prisoners of
war. Remarks that it certainly is a great organization. Informs Mrs.
McKiel that Mervyn Hodgins was killed on 25 February. Includes
envelope with 4-cent stamp.
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File number 58A 1 127.11

Other Letters to Mrs. McKiel (19980120-014)

ltem number

Contents

25 June 1944. From Baslie (?), Royal Mineral Water Hospital,
Bath, England. Asks for McKiel’s address and whether or not she
has heard from him. A few days ago, her last letter to McKiel was
returned. Rest of the letter is general information, and is very hard
to read. Includes envelope with 2-% pence stamps.

30 April 1944. From M Brown, Leighton Buzzard, England. Heard
from Mrs. McKiel’s aunt that McKiel is a prisoner of war. Rest of
the letter is about daily life, and general topics. Includes envelope
and 2-%% pence stamps.

21 April 1944, From HE Bucknell, Honorable Secretary for the
Culmstock Women'’s Institute, sending sympathy from the Women’s
Institute to Mrs. McKiel. They are happy that McKiel is safe.

27 February 1944. From Wilfred F Butcher, RCAF Overseas
(Chaplain at McKiel’s base in England). Written to send courage,
strength and patience to Mrs. McKiel during her period of waiting
for more news. Writes that McKiel was a good man. Hopes that
she will hear from McKiel soon. Includes an RCAF stamped
envelope.

5 April 1944. From WF Butcher. Writes that it is good news that
McKiel is now a POW. Reassures Mrs. McKiel that the
International Red Cross and other organizations are doing so much
for the prisoners. Includes an RCAF stamped envelope.

27 February 1944. From Dan H Lybbert, F/O. Last night, received
news that McKiel has gone missing. Does not think that he will be
gone for long, however he must plan for the worst. Sends his
sympathy to Mrs. McKiel. He and McKiel first met in Halifax, and
they were always together. Hopes that there will be good news here
in the next few weeks. Written on Air Force Air letter.

14 April 1944. From DH Lybbert. Just got back from a week
leave, and is happy when he found out that McKiel is safe in
Germany. McKiel’s belongings have been locked up, and kept for
when he returns. It was McKiel’s first operational trip when he
went missing. Would like to see Bill (McKiel) soon. His
hometown is Glenwood, AB. Written on Air Force Air letter.

23 May 1944. From DH Lybbert. By now, he almost knows Mrs.
McKiel because McKiel used to talk about her so much. Glad that
she has heard from McKiel and that he is well. Appreciates the

invitation that was sent for him to visit. He is stationed near York.

8 June 1944. From DH Lybbert. Thanks Mrs. McKiel for sending
him a box of chocolates. Received a letter from Mrs. McKiel’s
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Contents

sister. Glad to hear through her sister that McKiel is alright.
Written on Airgraph paper.

10

3 April 1944. From Mildred, Petite Riviere, NS. Perhaps sister of
Mrs. McKiel. Her and mother are pleased that Mrs. McKiel is
happy at Easter. Hopes that McKiel can escape from prison. Writes
about her and mother’s trip to Halifax. Prays that she continues to
hear good news about McKiel. Includes envelope with 4-cent
stamp.

11

6 April 1944 (envelope). From Mabel, Hampstead, NB. Was
rejoicing when she heard that McKiel was not lost, and that he is a
POW. Looking forward to hearing that he is well. Includes
envelope with 4-cent stamp

12

3 August 1944. From Machum RH, Ldg/Wtr (Leading Writer) of
the RCNVR HMCS [censored]. Writing to McKiel at his mother’s
home hoping that one day it will reach him. Happy that he landed,
and is sorry that he is now a POW. Writes about general
correspondence. Asks for a letter as soon as possible to know that
he is all right. Letter is typed, and censors have blacked out what
ship he was on. Includes envelope from HMC Ship.

13

29 February 1944. From John A Olive, soldier. Had been
corresponding with McKiel since their enlistment. Writing to give
his sympathies and hopes that McKiel will be safe.

14

21 May 1945. From F Ralaland, Culmstock. Letter of sympathy,
and relief after word that McKiel is POW. Hope that he is not
injured, and not suffering any discomfort. Written on Air Graph

paper.

15

3 April 1944. From Betty Raymond, London, ON. Introduces
herself as McKiel used to come by and visit while he was stationed
at Crumlin. Very sorry to hear that he is reported missing last week,
but they are all hoping he is safe. Asks for Mrs. McKiel to drop a
line regarding any news on McKiel. Includes envelope with 4-cent
stamp

16

3 May 1944. From B Raymond. Thanks Mrs. McKiel for telling
her that McKiel is a POW. Hopes his crew landed safely but
supposes that it is asking too much. She hopes that Mrs. McKiel
hears from him soon, as she cannot write airmail however, she
would like to write him soon.

17

29 November 1944. Asks for McKiel’s address to send some
books. Complains about the delays on mail. Remembers that when
he left, he said that he would be back in two years. Hopes that he
was right. Includes envelope and airmail stamp.

18

25 April 1944. From L Tauvner, Culmstock. Letter of sympathy,
and best wishes for McKiel. Written on Air Graph paper.

19

10 April 1944. From Jessie W Wickwar, Nursing Sister, Ottawa,
ON. Writes that Mrs. McKiel does not know her, but her family




McKiel Collection
AN 19980120-004 to -015
Page 12 of 13

Item number

Contents

welcomed McKiel to their home during his training days at Lachine,
and she writes to say what a gentleman he was. Writes that she has
heard from a couple of boys that have been reported missing, and
were okay. Wishes to express her sympathy. Includes a newspaper
clipping of poem “A Mother’s Prayer” and envelope with 4-cent
stamp.

20

29 October 1944. From Josephine Wickwar, Grace Hospital ,
Ottawa, ON. Asks for McKiel’s POW number, as the family would
like to send him a “Sports Package”. Glad to hear that he is finding
enough to keep him busy at the camp. Congratulates Mrs. McKiel
on her first grandchild. Josephine is a nurse, however she writes
that she cannot go over as a Nursing Sister. Thanks Mrs. McKiel for
sharing some room in one of her parcels.

21

27 August 1944. From unknown sender, Pamdence, Kings Co. NB.
Letter is about the writer’s son or husband who was killed. Deals
with grief and mourning. Writer refers to Mrs. McKiel as Daisy. 4
pages; missing some pages. No signature.

File number 58A 1 127.12

Red Cross, POW, Next of Kin Papers, etc (19980120-015)

ltem number

Contents

1

8 May 1944. Canadian Red Cross Society, re. Stalag Il D.

11 May 1944. Canadian Red Cross Society, re addresses.

17 May 1944 .POW parcels.

28 July 1944. Circular letter 13-44.

12 September 1944. Canadian Red Cross Society Bulletin.

24 October 1944. Canadian Red Cross Society Bulletin.

10 November 1944. Communication from Canadian Red Cross
Society, w/envelope.

23 November 1944. Instructions regarding special medical parcels.

©O© |0 N (oo~ wiN

7 December 1944. Canadian Red Cross Society, re special medical
parcels.

18 April 1945. Canadian Red Cross Society, re. system organized
for sending home POWs.

11

16 Feb 1945. Communication from Canadian Red Cross Society,
w/envelope.

12

17 Feb 1945. Communication from Canadian Red Cross Society,
w/envelope.

13

Undated. Prisoners, Wounded, Missing and Sick. Published by
Canadian Red Cross Society, December1942. 2 copies.

14

Undated. Supplementary leaflet to Revised Regulations Governing
Communication with Prisoners of War in Enemy Occupied or
Neutral Countries. 2 Copies.
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15 Undated. Revised regulations governing communication with
prisoners of war in enemy, enemy occupied or neutral countries.

16 Undated. Communication from Canadian Red Cross Society,
w/envelope.

17 Undated. Revised list of permissible food items.

18 Undated. Canadian Red Cross Society, re addressing mail to
liberated POWs.

19 Undated. Firms Issued Postal Censorship Permit to Forward
Books.

20 Undated. Canadian Prisoners of War Relatives Association, Aims,
News, etc.

21 Undated. Prisoner of War Parcels
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