
 
 

 

 
Programs and Activities  

 
Activities on April 9 –The 100th Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
 
The Canadian War Museum will mark the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge with a variety of 
special exhibitions and programs. On Sunday, April 9 admission to the Museum will be free. 
 
Remember Together 
English: LeBreton Gallery, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
French: Barney Danson Theatre, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
Gather to watch the broadcast of the official commemorative ceremonies held at the Canadian National 
Vimy Memorial in France and the National War Memorial in Ottawa. The Museum will present the 
televised ceremonies for all to see. 
 
Take a Free Tour 
English and French guided tours starting at 10 and 11:15 a.m., and 12, 1, 2, 3 and 4 p.m.  
Register in the Lobby 
 
Sign up for one of the new highlight tours of the Museum with a special focus on Vimy and its legacy, 
offered for free on April 8 and 9. 
 
Play-by-Play – The Battle of Vimy Ridge 
April 8 and 9, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Lobby 
 
In April 1917, during four days of fierce fighting, Canadian soldiers battled the German army for control of 
Vimy Ridge. Join special guest presenters for an interactive play-by-play of this iconic event, featuring 
model soldiers and a detailed reproduction of the battlefield. 
 
Vimy – A Commemoration in Words and Music 
April 9, 7 p.m., LeBreton Gallery 
Tickets: $30; students: $20; children 3–12: $1 
 
The evening will appeal to an audience of music lovers and history enthusiasts alike. Vimy – 
A Commemoration in Words and Music will be hosted by celebrated CBC personality 
Lucy van Oldenbarneveld and by internationally renowned Canadian historian, Margaret MacMillan, who 
will set the scene of the Vimy battle. The main focus of the evening will be Canadian composer Andrew 
Ager’s The Unknown Soldier. This original oratory, performed by a combined choir with baritone soloist, 
Gary Dahl, and orchestra, under the direction of Andrew Ager, is an enlightened musical masterpiece. 
The commemoration will last 1 hour and 10 minutes and will include readings from letters written by 
soldiers of the Great War. 
  



 
 

 

New Guided Tour – Highlights of the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
This fast-paced tour is a brilliant introduction to the Museum and will encourage visitors to explore 
exhibitions and artifacts related to this battle, as well as stimulate meaningful conversations about the 
First World War. We have so many fascinating stories to share. Come join us for a look beyond the 
front lines! 
 
Ongoing Programs in Vimy – Beyond the Battle 
 
Memory Garden 
Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae Gallery 
Daily, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thursdays  
Free with Museum admission 
 
Using paper containing poppy seeds, write a private message to someone you’d like to remember. In the 
spring, the War Museum will plant the messages in a commemorative garden. 
 
Who Would You Commemorate? 
Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae Gallery 
Daily, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thursdays 
Free with Museum admission 
 
Add to the collaborative artwork on display in the exhibition Vimy – Beyond the Battle. On a ribbon, write 
the name of someone you’d like to recognize for his or her contribution in a time of war or peace. Add 
your ribbon to the frame and contribute to this growing artwork. 
 
Build Your Own Monument 
Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae Gallery 
Daily, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thursdays 
Free with Museum admission 
 
A war memorial’s design reflects how we want to remember war. Some memorials focus on loss. Some 
highlight values. Others emphasize victory. What would your war memorial look like? Create your own 
memorial using modelling clay and add it to the Museum’s display. 
 


